
vo Soltau.  

18 years – the age of majority. 

In human years, this is when 

'real life' is about to start.  

For the MAN Ecoman, however, 

it's a critical age. It's time now 

for an extensive refresh. 

Commissioned in 1997, the 

newspaper press of Mundschenk 

Druck-und Vertriebsgesellschaft 

certainly is technically fine. In 

order to keep this condition the 

press needs to be modernized 

and upgraded to make sure that 

the readers' demands will still be 

met in the future. For several 

months, the staff of 

PrintHouseService (PHS) GmbH 

has been working on this 

process. 

Upgrade of the drives of the 

central control system, upgrade 

of the unit computers on one 

folder and on two H-type 

printing units. The existing 

Pecom control consoles will be 

replaced by modern touchscreen 

consoles. On reelstand 1 and 2, 

the existing EAE control system 

and Siemens belt drive system 

will be replaced by up-to-date 

industry standard solutions. That 

is what the order description for 

the Würzburg based company 

read in technical jargon.  

The heart is conditioned. Or in 

simple words: the heart of 

Böhme-Zeitung is being made 

fit for the future; because the 

demands on the quality of print 

will rise over time.  

Despite all changes in the 

production process resulting 

from the digitalisation of almost 

all operational procedures, the 

press is and will remain the heart 

of the newspaper production. 

The readers will always want to 

hold their copy of Böhme 

newspaper in hand – expecting 

printing quality state-of-the-art, 

and rightly so.  

The upgrade requires immense 

time and financial expense. 

Since July, the PHS technicians 

have been working on the 

modernisation of the rotary 

press, they have replaced wear 

parts and substituted outdated 

electronic components by 

modern ones. Beside the 

technical knowhow and fitter's 

skills they must sometimes 

prove great suppleness in order 

to access the components inside 

the huge machine.  

Time pressure comes on top: the 

technicians must always 

complete their day work on 

time.  

This resembles somehow an 

open-heart surgery: in the 

evening and at night the print 

production needs to be 

continued: the readers of 

Böhme-Zeitung and of other 

print products of Soltau 

publishing rightly expect that the 

copies be delivered or be 

available at a kiosk in time every 

morning in the usual quality. 

 

 – Irrespective of any 

modernisation: In case that the 

Ecoman would not be operable 

one day despite all art of fitting, 

that will not mean that the 

readers would be deprived of the 

newspaper issue the following 

morning. It would be possible to 

shift the production at short term 

to the neighbour publishing 

houses at Lüneburg or 

Walsrode.  

The major part has already been 

covered. The modernization of 

the rotary press was scheduled 

to be completed at the beginning 

of 2016 as condition for 

providing the Böhme-Zeitung 

readers in the future with a 

quality they deserve.  

This is an investment for the 

future - because the printed 

newspaper Böhme-Zeitung will 

always have its firm place in the 

homes of the region.  

Infobox: 

MAN Ecoman: 17 meters long, 

3,50 meters wide and up to 10 

meters high.  

The press produces Böhme 

Zeitung as a 16 pages Berliner 

format in four-colour printing 


